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of having their hard-earned patent(s) ruled invalid 
and, of course, fear of losing their life’s savings and 



4 T h e  L i c e n s i n g  J o u r n a l  MAY 2010 unenforceable or not infringed. This tactic turns the 
patent owner into the defendant rather than the plain-
tiff and that gives the alleged infringer the advantage 
in court, particularly in a jury trial where the plaintiff 
is always at an advantage. 

 Many businesses, universities, and individuals 
turn to patent enforcement firms to have their case 
enforced on a contingency basis. This removes the 
risk and the expense of patent litigation, putting it in 
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